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KnRlnncl's Crisis.
It 1s tbe Irony of fate that an attack upon

Great Britain by two insignificant and next
to seml-civlllz- States in Africa should
precipitate a crisis threatening not only
the integrity of British possessions in the
lower end of that continent, bat tbe whole
fabric of the vast Empire; but so it has
happened. England at last faces & situa-
tion from which under conceivable cond-
itions her naval superiority would not fur-

nish escape, and what military prestige
she has enjoyed in tbe past has been wiped
out.

It was this prestige that to a large extent
has-- enabled the British Empire to bold
India, to occupy Egypt, and to subdue the
Soudan. The ease with which the redcoats
voder Sir Colin Campbell, Sir Henry Have-soc- k,

and their brave colleagues were able
to put down the Sepoy rebellion; to march
to Magdaia under Napier, to Candahar un-

der Roberts, and to Mandalay under Pren-derga-

nod their more recent successes
against the Mahdist dervishes in the Kile
Valley, have blinded Europe to defects in
the English military system which are
now exposed in the first war with people
wearing brooches since Balaklava, Inker-an- a,

and Sebastopol.
While Great Britain has been neglecting

her military organisation, and resting upon
a traditional idea that she could always

the land forces of allies or hire
in a case of emergency, for a

generation or more she has been pursuing
a policy which Increasingly has tended to
render such resorts impracticable For-
merly she could use France on occasion,

of Italy, sad could always rely upon the
frieaashis ot Turkey with its fierce ry

against Russia. As for Prussia and
Austria, the strained relations between
those States served to neutralize both in
the fays of the Crimea, and for years after-
ward; so that all England had to do was to
keep France in good humor, and tbe Sultan
backed by the British fleet in the Dar-
danelles and Aegean Sea was sufficient to
hold the Muscovite power in check.

How things have changed in the last
twenty years has been apparent to the most
casual observer of current events. France,
Germany, Italy, and Russia have all be-
come colonizing powers, reaching out for
territory in Africa and Asia, and for for-
tified naval stations and ports on the
oceans. .Russia, cut off from the Mediter-
ranean, baa by superhuman effort projected
and carried well toward completion the
txaawHSnerian railway system, from tbe
Xaaetaa frontier in Europe to Vladivo3tocfc,
ea the distant Pacific, and thence has built
sad opened a line to the open waters of tbe
Gatt of Pe CM Li In China. Russia also
1ms pushed her railway system down to the
Hindoo Koosh mountains, prepared to mo-

bilise Cor the invasion of .India should such
a movement promise success at some fu-

ture time. The Czar has more recently
planned control of Persia, and a railway
through that kingdom to the Persian Gulf,
and has been credited with imminent de-

sign on the Khanate of Afghanistan.
nance has been obstructed in her move-ne- at

of conquest in Africa by England,
who will never forgive the latter for out-

witting her in securing control of the Sues
Canal, or ia the occupation of Egypt, which
was ostensibly temporary, but which tbe
British Government has shown a purpose
to make permanent. Austria wants a share
of the Balkan peninsula, a slice of Albania,
sad the port and Gulf of Salonica on the
Aegean. Austria also wants a port and ter- -

on the Chinese mainland. Italy
for a stake in Africa, China, and auy- -

vhere else. Lastly, Germany would add to
her African. Pacific, and Chinese posses- -

hat unlike the other Continental
able to satisfy her ambition

ia agreement with England, while practi-
cally afl the others oppose and are opposed
by that country at every place and step.
Germany. Ww Russia, is interested in a
chert line to the Persian Gulf, projected
under her auspices, and which, if built,
will follow tbe historic valley of the Eu-

phrates. As a counter movement to tbe
scheme, this enterprise is not ob-

jectionable to England.
The international situation in Europe is

farther complicated by the Morocco ques-

tion, to which we nave hitherto several
thaws alluded. The Sultanate is tottering
is its fall. France and Spain, with Russia's
consent, would divide it. France considers

her position in Algeria as constituting &

Sjrst mortgage lien on tbe country, and
Spain looks upon territory jest across the
Straits of Gibraltar as a necessary

of the Kingdom. But with France
sad Spain In possession of Morocco, the
gate ot the Mediterranean now held by
Htsgtoad at Gibraltar weald be equally held
la a. hostile interest, and so England, un-

less first badly crushed, would never con-se- at

to the occupation of the Morocco Med-

iterranean littoral by any other power.
Germany eaasHhTs a large part of Morocco
as necessary for the rounding out of her
African territory, and, as in other Ma-
tters, probably could arrive at an under-
standing, with England for a bipartite di-

vision.
It wHl readay be deduced from the fore-fpgia-g

statements that the strength or dan-
ger of Great Britain's position depends en-

tirely esse the character and extent of any
alitaaoe the British Government may have
bees safe to make with tbe German Be-psra- r.

iUfetaee bis iaiersste ersngagamsats
locate aasiLlhlBE mere thaa friendly aeu- -

.llity in Lf - tit of a European out-

break, the situation as concerns the British
Empire is an extremely serious one. It
cannot point to a single useful friend on
the Continent, Germany being counted out
On the contrary, it must face a coinmuuit)
of dynastic, racial, and political hatred,
frustrated ambitions, grievances, envies,
and jealousies.

Unless "the Sultan' is controlled by the
Kaiser it is entirely probable that Turkey
might join with France and Russia to
drive the British out of Egypt and the
Soudan, and to assist in carrying out the
Russian and French programmes else-

where. Abdul Ha mid aims if possible to
be recognized as the Caliph of all 161am, a
position legally belonging to the Shereef
of Mecca. England has opposed this ambi-

tion and has supported the Shereef, who,
however, might be subjugated completely
and used for the Sultan's purposes if the
latter were backed by two powerful na-

tions and were guaranteed undisputed mil-
itary possession of Arabia. In such a posi-

tion his influence over the Mohammedan
population of India would be tremendous,
as he would control tbe authority alone
able to declare the holy war, and could,
therefore, raarvelously assist Russia in any
movement against Afghanistan or India.
There is acute danger in the directions thus
indicated. Whether it will amount to ac-

tual war is another question, and one which
in the highest degree appears to hinge upon
the action of Germany. Emperor "Willi elm,
if sufficiently interested, could perhaps stop
the game, supposing him able to hold his
dreibund together, and willing to risk its
combined forces in war with France and
Russia. He. certainly could veto Franco-Spanis- h

designs upon Morocco, and that he
probably will do for obvious reasons of
state. But if he should not see his way
clear to interfere in prevention of attacks
upon Great Britain In Egypt and India, we
may look for startling events in those di-

rections before long, unless the tide of war
speedily and sweeping!)- - should turn in fa-

vor of the British in South Africa.

IvccjiiiiK' Out Pestilence.
Fortunately, the bubonic plague has not

yet passed the American barriers, but the
danger is far from ended, since the fight
over the exclusion of coffee from Santos,
Brazil, where the pestilence has been vio-

lent, still wages. At the port of New York
the original plague ship, the Taylor, has
not yet been permitted to land her cargo,
but there is every prospect that other ves-

sels from Santos, whose crews have not yet
been decimated by the scourge, will soon
be turning their loads of coffee into the
channels of trade. The President of the
New York Health Board has been placed
in a most trying position in dealing with
the suspected coffee ships, and has in more
than one instance been roundly abused for
not yielding without hesitation to the de-

mands of persistent commercial individ-
uals. He has been unmercifully flayed for
not boldly taking the risk, and subjecting
not only the Empire City, but the entire
country te the menace of a most odious
and demoralizing malady.

Not only New York but New Orleans is
perturbed over the clamor for the admission
of Santos coffee. A ship from the Brazilian
plague spot is due at the Louisiana port
tomorrow, and the fiercest sort of a con-

troversy has broken out between the cot-

ton exchange and the board of trade re-

garding the advisability of receiving it into
the local market. The members of the
exchange are determined that the coffee
shall be shut out, on the ground that it is
a possible source of infection, and have
appealed to the local health authorities to
prohibit its landing. 'The board of health,
it is said, takes a position similar to that
of Dr. Doty, the health officer of the port
of New York, and contends that, after the
ship from Santos has been detained for the
usual period at quarantine, it cannot be
legally prohibited from coming up to New
Orleans. As a last resort, the despatches
say, the cotton exchange wil! appeal to the
Louisiana members of Congress, impor-

tuning them to apply to the President for
the issue of an embargo against vessels
coming from Santoe.

It is therefore barely possible that the
dispute over this matter may suddenly be-

come a national one if the President is
asked to take action on tbe New Orleans
case.

Perhaps it will be an excellent thing if
this contrverty"fE "brought more prom-
inently to the attention of the Federal au-

thorities, for the reason that there seems
to be an inclination at both New York and
New Orleans to disregard the terrifying
possibilities lurking in the reception and
distribution of suspected coffee throughout
the country-- , it is not difficult to appre-

ciate the .fact that as soon as a single case
of the pestilence develops in either of the
cities mentioned, or at any American port,
there will be a spontaneous public interest
in the quarantine from the Atlantic to the
Pacific There will be no tendency, if such
an unfortunate outbreak occurs, to regard
the matter as an uninteresting and purely
local sanitary issue, for the habit of the
bubonic contagion is to spread tike a prairie
fire and to spread death and disaster

the communities attacked are prepared
to cope with the situation.

In dealing with such a problem it is bet-
ter to be conservative and overcautious
than to be foolhardy. There Is so much at
stake that the question cannot be too care-
fully considered, notwithstanding the off-

hand opinions of sanitary experts and oth-
ers that the chance of the plague securing
a foothold in the United States is remote.
As long as there is even a remote possibil-
ity of the pestilence seizing upon one of
the thickly populated cities there is a con-

fessed danger in the situation. In spite ot
the reassuring tidings that the bubonic dis-

ease is well under control in Santos, and
tbe sanguine prediction that the Brazilian
port wil! toon be able to report itself free
from contagion, there is sufficient cause for
treating this matter with precaution and
concern. The plague cannot be fought
with theories after it has passed the marine
gateways. It is easier to keep it out when
It is out than to destroy it after it gets in.

The Lettered Streets.
At length there is a fair prospect of se-

curing a very desirable reform "in the no-

menclature of certain Washington streets.
Senator Wet more has introduced in Con-

gress a bill providing for the renaming of
the District of Columbia thoroughfares now
designated simply by letters.

Perhaps there is no single feature in the
way of municipal elegance on which the
Capital prides itself more than the beauty of
its street system. Tlie arrangement and the
general attractiveness o the thoroughfares
in the City of Magnificent Distances not
only compels tbe admiration of the tourist,
but it is a perennial source of gratification
to the resident capable of as appreciation
of such things. But this satisfaction has
bad its foil. It has seemed to many people
proud of this beautiful city that there was
never a more exasperating transgression
against euphony or a worse exhibition of
bed taste than attaching to a series ot
streets unsurpassed for their ehnrui tht
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mere irPdUrglv-- s acd piosaic letters of the
alphabet.

However, having been- annoyed for years
by the awkwardness of such an arrange-
ment, Washingtonians at last have the pre-

liminary satisfaction of knowing that the
matter has been brought to the attention of
the body that legislates- - for the District,
and, Congress agreeing, the letter scheme
of designation will be merged into the more
acceptable one of using the names of dis-

tinguished Americans whose careers have
ended and whose services have won them
a place of honor in the records of the na-

tion.
It rs understood that in rechristening the

thoroughfares under consideration, the
names of Presidents and Vice Presidents
are to be given the preference, which i3

fitting and commendable. And in the pro-

cess of supplying new and significant ap-

pellations, there will be no necessity for
disturbing the present alphabetical order,
since A Street can be changed to Adams
or Arthur Street; B Street named for Bu-

chanan; C Street for Clinton or Calhoun,
Vice Presidents; D Street for Davis orcDal-la- s,

also Vice Presidents, etc., throughout
the list. The propriety of using names as
nearly as possible in their chronological
oider, and of giving due weight to the prom-

inence and achievements of the men to be
honored, will naturally suggest itself.
When the names of Presidents and Vice
Presidents are lacking to supply the places
of certain eliminated letters, recourse may
be had to that list of distinguished states-
men, soldiers, and scholars, whose life
work added glory to the Republic, and the
full quota can be secured without difficulty.

The consummation of the reformative
innovation proposed in the Wetmore bill
is devoutly to be wished, and the passing
of the alphabetical list of appellations will
cause little or no regret. The people who
reside on the streets to be affected by the
proposed change will doubtless be more
than gratified when the letters reminding
one only of the schoolboy's primer are rele-

gated to the rear, and replaced by names
that not only sound well but mean some-

thing.

There is one man, at least, on the other
side of the equator who is sorry that we
took a good Rough Rider like Theodore
Roosevelt and made a humdrum Governor
of him. That man is Colonel Baden-Powel- l.

He is satisfied, we presume, that if things
had been otherwise the cowboy commander
would have relieved Mafeking with a regi-

ment of fierce troopers drawn from the
drawing-room- s and police stations of New
York and the ranches of Arizona and New
Mexico, and it would have been more fun
for "Teddy" than reading of himself daily
as a "chief executive," which must be gall-

ing to any nervous person's feelings.

Owing to past indisposition on the pait
of the British Government to utilize fo.eign
volunteers, a good many excellent soldiers
who would have preferred to take the
British side in the South African war have
joined the Boers, who have received them
gladly and given them desirable commis-

sions and commands. Matters have
reached a point now at which perhaps
Lords Salisbury and Lansdowne will not
be so particular as to who stop the Trans-
vaal and Free State bullets. In such an
event it may be remarked that there is a
large and well selected assortment of ex-

cellent fighting material in this country,
and that it might be inspected in Cana-

da, of course to much Imperial advantage.

Our friend Otis once more has a chance
for the exercise of his heated orthographical
imagination. Msjor March reports that
Aguinaldo has eluded him and is headed
south for Bayombong. Otis will now repeat
his famous act of ringing the changes on
this elastic and resonant word.

The Pay of tlic Snvy.
(From the Philadelphia Record.)

Despite the best endeaiors of recruiting of-

ficers, the Federal Navy still lacks about 4,000

man-- war's men, and the department has ap-

plied to Congress for aid in the emergency.
American sailors find better jay and less arduous
duties ia tbe merchant marine than in the new
Navy, and enter the Federal service only wlteci

nothing better is in view. This difficulty U

likely to increase as new crews shall be demand-

ed for new ships of war, unless wise legislation
shall restore the balance of advantage in favor
of the Xavy.

The Cliristiiutt Recess.
(From the Philadelphia Ledger.)

Congress will adjourn net Wednesday for the
ujuaI two weeks' Christmas vacation. The cus-
tom furnishes a strong reason why the assembling
of Concrea should he fixed at some other dale
preferably, the beginning of January. The ad-

journment not only costs two weeks of peculiarly
valuable time, hut it seems to put a check
on the disposition of members to work, liefore
adjournment satisfactory energy in getting the
public buHiness well started is almost always
shown. After the reassembling, the member
settle down to routine husinem with very little
display of their former energy.

Civil Service Reform.
(From the Indianapolis News.)

The league has been courageously
praising and condemning both political parties
according as they were faithful or faithless to
thu reform principle. Politicians have Mieered,
party papers have criticised, but the reformer)
have gone steadily forward, until now there is
probably no political party in the country that
would dare openly to antagonize the reform. As

to the good effect of the movement on the public
sen ice, there U and can be no di&pute.

") Sol III Ground.
(From the Brooklyn llagle.)

The Filipinos have not consented to .merican
rule. They have no means through which

or dissent could be expieod. Anything
like an expression of popular will there is an
imposBibiUtv. Few of them ever heard anything
about constitutional government. Beginning with
tlie only possible beginning, municipal rule will
he established, to be followed, in couie of time,
by provincial authority, which will, m turn, be
followed by what we understand as general gov-
ernment.

A Different Mel hod.
(From the Boston Herald.)

Tho people who advocate subsidies to Ameri-

can shipping are prone to quote the course of
Great Britain in her action in this respect. "What
Great Britain really does is to make postal con-

tracts with certain lines of steamers, in which
she pays them handsome rates for the work done
by them, reserving to herself the right to take
their vessels for her nay in case of war. This is
a very different policy from that pioposed now
is Congress.

IMitiiH of Delegate;.
(From the Chicago Chronicle.)

There does not appear to be need for a cliange
in the basis of representation for Democratic
National Conventions. The Democratic party has
a traditional existence in every "State. It ia a
national party. The Itepubliran party is sec-

tional, which is tbe resfon why iw leadeis de-

mand that delegations from of the
States of the Union. should be reduced from 50
to 80 per cent.

The Genesis of Revolt.
(From tlie Boton Globe.)

Spain not only griees over Iter decadence,
but over passive revolution at home, where taxes
are being withheld under the threat of the peo-

ple that they will pay no more until
ceases. The refusal to pay taxes

constitutes the most radical of resolution.

A Question of Then anil Xijiv.
(From the Houston Post )

The Republican party has proved itelf a light-
ning change artist on the currency question. In
13M it stood for bimetallism. In ISfiW it oUnds
without the disguise that usually enehs its
real position for the gold standard. If it was
"lionest in 181 it must he diihooast In lSO'j,"
u4eu indeed it were honest then and dishonest
now.

POLITICAL NOTES AND GOSSIP.

3rn a ley of 31 n Inc. The Hon. Joseph
H. Manley of Mains. attActed quite a-- ;

much attention and arsttsedj quite as much
comment as did any dfc the scores of Re-

publicans of national repu who attended
the meeting of the Republican National
Committee. And for a rather odd reason.
Importance attached to Mr. Manley not so
much for what he has achieved for himself
or his party as for the company of political
giants to which he tised to belong and
which he formerly represented. His name
was one time linked with the names and
the fame of James Gillespie Blaine, Thomas
Brackett Reed, and Nelson Dingley. No
State in the Union could boast a stronger
quartette of statesmen than these less than
a dozen years ago. Maine stood high on
the list when the three distinguished sons
now gone from her two of them to the
great beyond and the other still in the
flesh, but now a plain lawyer in Nek York

were bringing the great weight of their
influence to bear upon the party policies,
with Manley as a sort of advance agent for
each of the trio in turn. Nobody who ob-
served Mr. Manley moving around unob-
trusively in the jostling crowds at the Ar-
lington was unkind enough to say a harsh
word about him, not even suggesting that
probably he had shono offulgently for so
many years In the reflected glory of the
great trio mentioned.

Not Completely Hnrjnoiilons. It is
known by those who take pains to inform
themselves on such topics that there is
not that beautiful harmony in the Republi-
can National Committee which the boasts ot
the party leaders, big and little, would
have the public believe. There is no love
lest between Chairman Han no. and Vice
Chairman Payne. The Wisconsin man
bore without bothering people with his
woes what he felt was an indignity heaped
upon him by Hanna and the White House
clique in defeating his pet scheme for
the reduction in national conventions of
the representation from the Southern
States. Mr. Payne, it is stated on excel-
lent authority, had the best of reasons for
believing that his proposition had received
favorable consideration at the White House
before he came to Washington to push it
through the committee. He made no secret
of the claim that he had for it the back-
ing of Hanna, Dick, and others who are
considered the President's personal repre-
sentatives. If he had not secured assur-
ances to this effect it is said that he would
not have proposed and advocated the
scheme with all the ardor ot his nature.
He did not give up until he realized that
a struggle precipitated by his contention
in the committee would lead to scandal
and serious schisms. He bowed to the in-

evitable with outward grace, but inwardly,
it is reported, he has a feeling of resent-
ment against Mr. Hanna and Mr. McKinley
for making him "hold the bag," that will
probably express itself either in a fight on
Mr. Hanna from now on, or his own retire-
ment from the committee and the party
councils in the next campaign. The Hon.
Cyrus Leland, of Kansas, is said to fully
share in Mr. Payne's feeling. The Kan-
sas member was a pronounced advocate of
the Payne scheme from itsr inception, and
dfd all he could to carry it through, mak-
ing not a few enemies for himself among
his large colored constituency in the Sun-
flower State. Former Governor Hubbard,
the Minnesota member, and Col. W. T.
Durbin. Indinna's representative on the
committee, also have cause to feel aggriev-
ed, since they, too, were friendly to the
Payne preposition at the risk of arousing
opposition at home. With men like these
going back to their homes filled with re-

sentment it does not require the gift of
prophecy to foresee considerably more
trouble ahead of Mr. Hanna than he has
heretofore encountered in the management
of the party organization.'

Fornker Stayed Aivny. It is a curi-
ous fact that though the chairman .and
secretary of tho Republican National'
Committee are Ohio men the one order-
ing all tho voting done at the recent meet-
ing and the other recording the balloting
yet Ohio had no vote in the contests de-

cided by the committee. Comparatively
few people are aware that the Ohio mem-
ber of the committee is the Hon. Charles
L. Kurtz, of Columbus, who, in a way, is
quite as much an insurrectionist as is
Emilio Aguinaldo. There was much spec-
ulation among the elect prior to the meet-
ing of the committee on the question of
whether or not Mr. Kurtz would have the
hardihood to "come into the reservation"
even long enoug'h to attend a war council.
He would have been the observed of all
observers had he corne to Washington,
and it would have been interesting to
watch the treatment the other members of
the committee would have accorded bim.
But Mr. Kurtz did not come. Instead, he
sent his proxy to the Hon. Joseph Benson
Foraker. Just why the distinguished Sen-
ator did not take advantage of the op-

portunity thus afforded him to give fur-
ther convincing proof of his complete
reconciliation to Mr. Hanma is the subject
of varying surmise. Some of his friends
say he received the proxy too late, thereby
laying the blame on the mails. It is
known, however, that he had the proxy
in his possession Friday afternoon, and
could have attended yesterday morning's
meeting ot the committee, at least, had
he been so disposed, provided, of course,
that other cares ot state were not weigh-
ing too heavily upon him at that time.
It is vaguely hinted that Senator Foraker
declined to make use of the proxy S3 a
further proof of his displeasure at his
erstwhile trusted lieutenant's recent course
in Ohio politics.

AnKi-- AVitli Their Congressmen.
The St. Louis delegation, headed by former
Congressman Nathan Frank and former
Major Cyrus r. Walbridge, put up as game
a fight before the Republican National Com- - I

nrittee for next year's convention as it was j

possible for it to make. The speech of j

Colonel Walbridge was. generally com- - j

mended as the clearest cut and most iu- - t

cisive argument presented. The St. j

Louisans were ably assisted by Col. R. C.
Kerens, the Missouri member of the com-

mittee, and they succeeded, against hope- -
less odds, in securing more votes for their '

city than were cast for New York. The
delegation left Washington in high dudg-
eon- over tlie inactivity of their Congress-
men while the struggle was on. St. Louis
has three Representatives In Congress, all
Republicans, and all old members Messrs
Pearce. Bartholdt, and Joy. Had these
three aidod them, complained several mem-
bers of tlie delegation yesterday, the re-

sult might have been different. The claim
is made that the delegation, received prac-
tically no assistance from their Congress-
men, while it "is pointed out that the mem-
bers of Congress from the other three com-

peting cities were with the com-
mitteemen early and late.

Pension Propositions. Senator Pet-tu- s

of Alabama, by request, has brought
forward a bill the purpobe of which is to
pension former slaves-- . TJpder the pro-
visions of this measure former slaves who
have attained the ago of seventy years
shall leceive ?500 and a monthly pension
of $15; between tho ages of sixty and sev-
enty years they shall be entitled to ?300
and a pension of $12 a month; between
fifty and sixty years. $100 and $8 a month,
and under the age of fifty years they shall
receive $4 a month. Representative Hall ot
Pennsylvania has a proposition, which has
been referred to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions, which provides that all teamsters
who served in the Quartermaster's Depart-
ment of the United Slates Army during the
Civil War, their widows and orphans, shall
be entitled- to pensions under the same
laws and limitations as now govern the
granting of pensions to soldiers and sailors.

AVestern Members Aettie. Repre-
sentative Cushman, the new member from
Washington, has been active in the inter-
ests of his constituents and has already in-

troduced a numbqr of bills for public build
ings and other matters of Importance to
the people of his State. One of the wants
of his State, he has told the House, is the
establishment of a United States mint at
Tacoma. Representative Tongue of Oregon
is working for the passage of an amend-
ment to the Indian Allotment act which.

will allow the allotment in severalty of the
lands in the Stietz Reservation in Oregon
when the Secretary of the Interior shall
have come to the conclusion that the Sllets
Indians are capable of conducting their
own business affairs. The incomplete con-
dition of the military post near Sheridan,
"SVyo., has caused Senator Warren ot thatState to make several trips to the WarDepartment. He has also prepared a bill
asking for an appropriation of $100,000 to
be expended under the direction of theSecretary of r in continuing the work
of constructing the necessary quarters.

The IliNtrict of Columbia Commit,
tee. it was said at the Capitol yesterday
that Representatives Sidney E. Mudd and
George A. I'earre of Maryland will be as-
signed to the Committee on tlie District of
Columbia. Mr. Mudd served in the Fifty-fir- st

and Fifty-fift- h Congresses, and in the
last Congress was a member of the Dis-
trict Committee. He represents tbe Fifth
district, comprising the counties of Prince
George, Chnrles, St. Mary, Anne Arundel,
Calvert, and Howard. Mr. Pearre is a new
member, representing the Sixth district,
comprising the counties of Montgomery,
Washington, Garrett, Frederick, and Alle-
gany.

Alaskan Representation. Represen-
tative Knox of Massachusetts believes that
in the second session of the Fifty-sixt- h

Congress there will bo a Delegata from
Alaska. He has prepared a bill which
awaits action by the Committee on Terri-
tories which provides that the first Dele-
gate shall be chosen by the people ot
Alaska for the remainder of the term of
the Fifty-sixt- h Congress-- , ami for the full
term of the Fifty-seven- th at the same elec-
tion.

Pacific Cable Promoters. it is said
that if every member of Congress who has
introduced a bill providing for a cab'e be-

tween the United States and the Orient
shall vote for a blTl of this character, wires
will soon be laid through the Pacific. One
of the latest propositions of this kind has
come from Senator Butler of South Caro-
lina. His plan is thaf a cable between the
United States, Hawaii, the Philippines, and
other countries shall be maintained and
operated iu connection with the Postoflice
Department. The cables are to run from
Honolulu to Manila via the Midway
Islands, Guam, one of the Ladrones, and
the Gulf of Dingala, on the cast const of
Luzon.

LONG AND THE CODFISH.

The Itomniicc of the SniinlsU-Ameri-e-

AVur.
(From tlie Chicago Tribune.)

Coptain Mahun's story of our naval opera-
tions in the late Spanish-America- n war,
which has just been published, is incom-
plete, since it does not contain a chapter
showing how Secretary Long saved the
sacred codfish of Boston from being blown
into Hinders. It will be remembered that
a lou-g- , wailing Macedonian cry was con-

tinually sent by the summer residents along
the New England coast from Bar Harbor
to Newport that a fleet of Spanish battle-
ships, armed cruisers, protected cruisers,
gunboats, torpedo boats, torpedo boat de-
stroyers, and "mosquito" boats generally
was hovering about the coast and threat-
ening to harry and lay waste and levy
tribute upon the cottagers of Bar Harbor,
Portsmouth. Ipswich, Newburyport,

Magnolia, Nahant, and so on via
Cape Cod and Block Island to Newport.

The emergency at last became so grav-- j

that It called for the intervention of a man-- ,

and fortunately the man was found who did
not hesitate to throw himself into the
breach when he learned that the sacred
codfish of Boston was in danger. In re-
sponse to the clamorous demand Secretary
Long sent two of the swiftest and most
powerful triple screw cruisers in the navy,
Minneapolis and Columbia, to patrol the
New England coast and drive oft the Span-
ish fleet whenever it should put Itself In
evidence. The officers of these cruisers
did not enjoy their job, snd would much
rather have been off Cuba or Porto Rico
but they submitted and labored like brave
men and true, making cruises from Bar
Harbor to Newport and bat-- again, touch-
ing occasionally at Nantucket and Nahant
to see that no Spaniards were in their
vicinity and" that the sacred codfish was
safe, wrestling storms and seeking
safe anchorages, but always ready to form
in line of battle and open the attack or to
repel boarders.

As tne result of that memorable sum-
mer's work Bar Harbor was not harried,
Portsmouth was not bombarded, the quiet
of Ipswich and Newburyport was not dis-
turbed by the rude alarums of war, the
people of Manchester-by-the-Se- a and Bev-
erley Farms did not have to dodge Spanish
shells, the vacant villas of Magnolia and
Nahant. whose occupants had packed up
their valuables and fled to rural resorts,
were left untouched, the Nantucket light-
ship still proudly rides the swelling main,
Provincetown slept through it all, Boston
was saved, and the sacred codfish was un-
injured even to the smallest scale.

For these services of the distinguished
member of the peace society at Wash-
ington who laid aside his regalia and sent
swift and strong war vessels to save Bos-
ton and the sacred codfish from the Span-
iards who were hovering about the coast,
the country has not been suffijently
grateful, nor has It fitly recognized the
services of that distinguished naval mem-
ber of the peace society who commanded
the defences of New England at this crit-
ical time. These services might not have
been performed had it not been for Roose-
velt, who was stubborn enough to send
a fighting Admiral to Manila and assign a
peace admiral to look after the safety of
the sacred codfish. If Secretary Long had
had his way, Dewey would have been sent
to New England and a peace admiral to
Hongkong.

The golden dome of the Massachusetts
Statehouse htill rises in the blue. The
sacred codfish still hangs above the
speaker's chair. The cottagers ot Bar
Harbcr can still have their summer revels.
The butterflies can flutter around Rye
Beach. Maids may sit upon the rocks at
Magnolia and contemplate Norman's Woe.
Captuins Courageous sail unharmed from
the Georges into Gloucester's fair harbor.
The dowagers of Nahant are safe. The
bells of old Nantucket have never rung
tidings of disaster. It is to bo regretted
that Captain Mahan failed to tell the story
how the naval member of the peace so-
ciety saved the New- - England coast and
how the Cabinet member of the peaco so-
ciety saved the sacred codfish.

The I'eonle to Coiijrress.
Quit ye like men! fear not, be strong;
Be statesmen sift the right from wrong;
Let law and reason be your guides,
Indifferent to all besides.

Quit ye like meii!

Forget not whom ye represent,
And keep your solemn oath in mind,

For high above all precedent.
That only should your conscience bind

Quit ye like men!
i

Quit ye like men! waste not the time.
A nation's weal is in your hands.

Nay, more, perhaps, with this fair clime.
Ye hold the fate of many lands!

Quit ye like men!

Eschew the pranks of boys and fools.
All persiflage, banalities,
And galling personalities;

Rise to your best, when wisdom rules;
Quit ye like men!

When in the midst of fierce debate.
Inspired by honest rivalry,
Like knights of truest chivalry

Fight fair, without deceit or hate;
Quit ye like men!

)

Prove that ye are of men tho choice,
And worthy of the people's voice;
Men high above all base design,
Above all Influence malign;

Quit ye like men!

Quit ye like men! and ye shall stand
On the high places of tho land.
Your names as watchwords we shall hold.
Like to the uoble men of old;

Quit ye liko men!
W. J. H. H,

HEARD AT THE CAPITOL.

"I find Washington much improve -- m .

I was here in 1889." said Mr. Ne!on M. r.
iKMu, a pvwuiutuu Business man from the
south of England, who was a visitor at the '

Capitol yesterday. "The city has grown so Constreso. and
rapklly I would scarcely' know it. Do you "?.n- - "f"' f'
know, believe the handsomest building ,"h! 7.','."
in your city is the new postoflice? It seems yore, he walked un.hail. ,K
to me Pennsylvania Avenue, your beautt- - J
ful and historic thoroughfare, would be j Said a Senate

benefited by the erection of a cood. I two boys in the Philij
ly number of such buildings. Do I think
England will beat the Boers? Oh. yea; we
will win in the end, though we, of course,
iuijj Kprtn.-m- tne worm anu mettle of
our foes. America has come to the front
rapklly in the eyes of the Old World, since
the Spanish-America- n war. You are des-
tined to become a formidable world power,
and that in, the near future. It is your
manifest duty and destiny, and you can-
not help it. Already the voice of your na-
tion arrests the respectful attention of the
foreign countries,"

"I had just breakfasted this morning at
a restaurant on Eleventh Street." said a
Southern Representative yesterday, "and
on coming out was attracted by a crowd
standing in front of a window belonging to
the place. Obeying an uncontrollable im-
pulse, I stepped up, and looked into the
window, and there a strange sight met
my eyes. The interior of the window had
been arranged to represent a sylvan scene,
ia other words, 'the woods; leaves and
moss were scattered about, and a rabitt
was contentedly nibbling a turnip. There
was too, a section of a hollow tree, and
thereby hangs a tale. Two men. one white,
tho other black, were endeavoring to per-
suade some animal to come out of the hole
In the tree. The white man gave the
directions, which the darky followed or not,
as circumstances, and the animal's plea-
sure, permitted. The negro was tugging
away for dear life, evidently bent on a ca-ptureit was a kind of Santiago Bay affair.
Spurred on by the laughter and shouts of
the crowd without, the darky grinned.
trembled, and pulled, and finally out came
his arm. and at the end of it. hung a large
coon, of the cornfield species. It was a
case of 'coon meet coon,' indeed, and the
smaller one did all in his power to bite
his captor, who, nothing daunted, proud-
ly bore off his quarry, the latter scratch-
ing and biting fiercely. I went back and
asked the- proprietor if he intended to
serve up Col. Coon him of the ring-ta- il

that day for dinner, as would surely be
present if so. Yes, I think coon good
eatiug, and as for possum, why, your Mary-
land terrapin sinks into total nothingness
in comparison. For the time, while view-
ing the struggle in the window, I was car-
ried back to ante-bellu- days, when with
sable companions, and two old dogs, I
scoured the woods at'nlght, for coon and
poreum; yes, those were happy days."
And the statesman fondly sighed, as he
strode into the House.

In answer to a question as to hew things
were getting along in Arizona, Mr. Wilson,
the Delegate from that Territory to Con-
gress, yesterday said: "Arizona is prosper-
ing; there is a greater output of gold and
copper ever)" year, and the copper mines,
as you know, are the wonder and admira-
tion of all who see there. What do I know
about the Yaqui Indian war in Mexico?
Well, am sure there has been given by
some papers too much importance to what
is simply a revolt, and a small one at that,
acainst the Mexican nnvcrnimnt Wa In
A Tifna hava,, rtif tiaanl ,. . nK.... t. ......'""""" ivv ireuiu uiuui auvui ll, iutuas we adjoin the State of Sonora, this is an
evidence of how little importance we at-
tach to the trouble. That reminds me of a
little fracas on the Apache Reservation in

last. The troops stationed at San
Carlos were colored, and one night several
of them went, down to Indian Farms,
and flnuingthr or four"
outside their tents asleep, gave them a
terrible beating. This caused tbe Indians
generally to rise against the soldiers, and
a chase ensued, which did not end until
the fleeing negroes rencbed tbe agency
proper, with a horde of maddened Apaches
at their heels. The agent, hearing the
noise, came dashing out of bis bouse in his
night clothes, and was compelled to ge.
between the soldiers and Indians in order
to stay bloodshed.

"The people of Arizona are in favor of
expansion," continued Mr. Wilson, "and so
am I. I could not represent the West and
do otherwise. I believe the peop'e should
regard the commercial as well as the po-
litical welfare of this country. The Phil-
ippines are at once the key and the control
of the great Oriental commerce. I shall
endeavor to have passed a bill have in-
troduced for the admission of Aiisona as a
State and, too, an irrigation bill. We have
the greatest agricultural valley in tie
world, but are a little short on water, which
I trust the Government will see fit to sup-
ply."

Notwithstanding most of the na-
tional legislators are lawyers, a joke at
the expense of the profession never fails
to elicit general laughter in the House.
For instance, yesterday Mr. Vandiver, in
the course of his Speech in opposition to
the financial bill, illustrating a certain
point, said: "That reminds me of a story
told on an Irishman In Missouri. He went
into a graveyard one uay anu was looking
around casually. Coming to a certain grave
lie read the inscription on the tombstone.
which was as follows: 'Here lies Jonathan
Jones, who was born July 2, 1S31. and died
April 3. 1SS2. He was a lawyer, and an
honest man,' etc. 'Holy Pathrick!' ex-

claimed the Irishman, 'the soil about here
must be very expensive, when they have
to bury two men in the seme grave.' "

Two nrnmlnnl finir in till Rnnromo
Court of the United State yesterday were
former Secretary John G. Carlisle and Sen-- i

ator Culberson: The former represents
,k ni.in.tp . i ,k. ik.. .v ..
;r;r",," --:":,' :"""! 'S-S- r I

ton and Texas Central Railway Company
against the State of Texaa. Mr. Carlisle,
though retired from political life, is fre-
quently seen at the Capitol, mainly on
legal business. He doubtless finds the law
more conducive to quietude of spirit, as
weli as more remunerative, than politics, j

ur. v,uiunauu us austu iruui ukt iwmuu
nt i r man's --nn ajiri ia. thniifh a. '

young man, advanced on the path of dis-- j

tinction beyond most men of his years. He !

was Attorney General of Texas and- - Gov-- I

eruor oi me uiac oi jwis ociorc uo was i

elected to the Senate. I

Two young and handsome ladies were i

yesterday passing through one of the eor-- i

ridors near tho Senate. Noticing the au-

gust statue of Franklin, one of them ex-

claimed to her companion in a tone of gen-
tle levity, "Oh. there is my old school
chum, Ben Franklin." A gentleman of bu-

colic aspect who, with his wife, was stand-
ing by looking at the painting of Perry's
achievement on Lake Erie, turned to his
life partner on bearing the exclamation and
said, "Gosh. Sairy. who'd a tho't she was
that old?" The lady who had made the
remark that evoked the farmer's exclama-
tion of wonder turned and cast upon bim a
withering look of scorn, which, however,
was lost upon him. He had resumed hisiV(,.-n- ?
critical survey of Commodore Perry.

j

Representative Shelden of Michigan said
yeeterday that his State had no cause to
complain of hard times. "We are working
hard," he remarked, "and are glad we had
no campaign on hand this year to distract
the people's attention from business. es, '

we are all for expansion, and that question ;

us is not political. I lately passed
through the South and was delighted to
find and this, too, is most evident in my
own State that the late war with Spain
has completely obliterated all sectional
prejudices. This misshapen spectre, sec-
tional bitterness, bas done more than any-
thing

i

to retard the progress of tbe nation.
and I rejoice that now and, I trust, forer-ermo- re

it will be so, a spirit of patriotic,
fraternal love binds this great and growing
country together with a knot that will be
impervious to the knife of time."

"How soon are we forgotten when we
are gone," is an okl saying, but which is
exemplified every day. At tbe Capitol yes--

j terday. foraw f n
n

i; " ' . i - i.;

ltK,' --,i..t .toork-- -

: the- r il
hv. JQ. w replied tbe on.

stattsn.an ' I am a former minN aff

d ear-
ner, eff

day. 1
- ftahtisjs)

LUnc, 3"m- - 1 l"te,y ,hai 'Eer free
m. naturan

wrotr , x of the Ph:'';p se ra-- er

piRn j of thp b i who Is

"
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somewhat of k g, said, in ths ours? of
his epntie i. naldo's iap; ir- - is ns
mentarily epeu,i; the opinion here itthat the capture of his wife . rardrh
nara setiieu nu bats, since the p pe- -t sfhaving to use he money in th ttsuravat
i easwrv ror the purpose rpiesiahiuaj;
trs. a. s apparel and of !,vHa N

'itat good lady t death, until he does
has completely unserved the tiif of ths
Tagals.' The orh.r son looks r tbe ma'ktr more sertou?lv. but still even hs thinks;
the capture of AKuioaldo will o ahor,ly.
He writes. 'As ou know. I n h4 la th
capture of Geromnso, when tha' old Apahs
wolf was the terror of Arizona and NeS
Mexico. His tactics were not umthe those:
of the insurgent chief, and led a we a
by old experpnctd Indian fighters. I fast
sure o. soon shearing General guina
wno, though he m very cunning ca
hold a candle to Geronlmo-- ' "

An old negro presented htm--i- r at the'
main entrance ti the House y- rday sat
asked to see VUst&h Robat- - He WM
told the gentleman from Utah ha not bees
allowed to take his seat Well." e.
claimed tbe ebon-bue- d darke 'I do le-cl-

1'se doae come all ! way fros
Ole Yuginay to sea dat man. an' 1 wants ht
tell yo' dat I'M been marntsl lb fifty
yvab. and ia dat time man wifetbas best,
me black and blue. Now, I boihrves fe
man dat kin staa' up and marry tree wioa-mi- n,

a know in' what he's a goua' to ghV
oughter not only be allowed to take hfe
seat in dis beak House, but dtey should pot
him up rite alongside de Sneaker, so' pes
pie kin see him de fust thing."

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY.

(Frost the AVur Fork Smsa
We have received so many evidences s'

contused minds regarding the begissiisr.
of tbe twentieth century that w wt&prM.
sent a proof that the twentieth eeatim be-

gins after tbe year UN b eased, ht. tho
shape of a little coaverawthM:

Question What is a year?
Answer Three beadved awl staiy-ftt- a

days.
What is a century?
One hundred years.
When did the year No. 1 cat? v '
December Si of tbe year i.
When did tbe year No. bsJ?January! of the year 5.
When did tbe year M end?
December 31, A. D. M.
Did that complete a ceetary?
No.
When was the century eamstetsi?
At the erase of the yehr foDowias , as

at tbc close of tbe year UK.
When did the second caster begta? -
January 1 of tbe year of the second cs

, tury that is, January 1, As IX lei.
wnen am me maeteesin century smt
At the close of the- - niseteea huanwadthr

year, or at the close of 1940.
When does tbe twentieth century begta?
it begins on day No. 1 of year Mh 1

of the twentieth hundred years that to, sa
January 1. A. D. 1901.

We must still see two Christmases beCor
tne lUeth "

(From the CMeaso Tlmn Bmltt&
For more than a year we- have bees fas

receipt of letters discusaiBg ami settSag
when the twentieth century bsgbta, Sas ,

theorists say January 1, 1901, white 8BT

. Drcuc,u PP " oscjews snow. xmw.
! u sta midnight, December Jfl, ISfsV

where January l, 1900, bastes. As sosa as-

we cease writing tbe "IS" la oar date'
lines we will be through with the Bta
teenth" century and- - ia the "twentieth.'
How this is arrived! at may be best Il
lustrated in the faUowtaa; dnfogne: - - -

Q. How is time reckoned?
A. From the meridian by the imsvsa

on tbe dial beginning at 12 a. m.
Q. When is the day complete?
A. At 11:60 p. m.
Q. How is H reckoned ia years?
A. From tbe meridian that sesarataa

"B. C." (before Christ) and "A. D." (spaa
Domini in the year of oar Lord), that is
to say from the birth of Christ. The sate
of this birth is purely conjectural. It ia
retained for the idea.

Q. How old was Christ at hte birth?
A. Actually and theoretically the

age as other normal infants. He
his eyes on tbe first year of the first
tury at tbe early age represented by a
cipher.

Q. Then the years in and of a eeataay
are reckoned in ordinal numbers, as "teat."
"second." "nineteenth." etc.?

A. Yon have hit tbe nail on the banal
I Whoever beard of addressing ctary ha
cardinal numbers? 'N

q. Then when a century to two yean eJS-
It is in its third year?

A. Precisely.
Q. And when it is years old It is hm e

100th year?
A. Certainly.
Q. And when it has passed its IMtt

mark it is ia its second century?
A. Beyond a peradventure.

.
, i ,w

tnv ne"eBj "TJS-S- .;JA,? -- f ?L5fpass into the
A. Unless we reckon the Chrtottoa era

from one year after the birth of Christ.
Q. Then a century begins and eats at

each "100" mark?
A. If you doubt it esk any "eeatsxy.

rider" if be or she has to pass the utlst
milepost before he completes a century.

Q. men it win not be two more Chrtot--
aiases before the twentieth century dawasT

,qj gg your anno DoBUBL

(From the Pittsburg Dfimotcft.)
As is perhaps natural in the last

at the vear 1899 th dhu shattu. A.
century ends on the last day of Mv
or the last day of the year 1900 has
out again. Most of it is merely KrTThhwjs
over old straw, ,but cue advocate of tha
view that the twentieth century will
with January 1. 1900, presents in a Xew
York paper an arsument which to aaaaV
provided bis major premise is established.
and. whether correct or not. presents tha
whole issue with more than usual elear-ns- s.

This disputant replies to the heretofaaa
unanswered argument that as the tost
year of tbe Christian era ended oa Deeess-b- er

31 of the year 1. tbe first hundred years
could not be ended till December SI, of the
year 100. and so on in every century, with
the following: "Bat how about the year
that marked the first period of time tha

at Iea3t Mte Sa SBCciBct fonatha
issue. If tbe first year of the Christian
era was called the year 1, then the twea--

tieth century does not begin until Jaaoan
L 1901. If the first year of the Chrtatlaa
era was the year 0, then the twentieth eea- -
tury begins on January 1. 1909. It is sesa
that this transfers the momentous dbaate
from the realms of mathematical deduetlaa
to that of historical fact. The advocate of
the 1900 view settles the matter to bis ow
satisfaction by arsuriog us there were 3t
days of the Christian era before the year 1.

Since, so far as this age knows, it has
been the universal eastern to call the first
of any series No. 1, the second No. ?. sad
so on. the majority of mankind wUl be Jus-
tified in assuming that the practice was fol-
lowed in the start of the years of our e.
Bat if the supporters of the opposite view
can produce any evidence beyond that of
flat dogma, that the first year was desig-

nated the year 0. makins; the aeeead year
No. 1. tbe third year Mo. , sad so oa. w
will be bound to admit that they have aauaj
good their ease.


